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7 CFR Part 1—USDA implementation of
Freedom of Information Act.

7 CFR Part 1c—USDA implementation of
the Federal Policy for the Protection of
Human Subjects;

7 CFR Part 3—USDA implementation of
OMB Circular A-129, Managing Federal Cred-
it Programs.

7 CFR Part 15, Subpart A—USDA imple-
mentation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, as amended.

7 CFR Part 3015—USDA Uniform Federal
Assistance Regulations, implementing OMB
directives where applicable (i.e., Circular
Nos. A-102, A-110, A-87, A-21, and A-122) and
incorporating provisions of 31 U.S.C. 6301-
6308 (formerly the Federal Grant and Cooper-
ative Agreement Act of 1977, Public Law 95-
224), as well as general policy requirements
applicable to recipients of Departmental fi-
nancial assistance.

7 CFR Part 3017, as amended—USDA imple-
mentation of Governmentwide Debarment
and Suspension (Nonprocurement) and Gov-
ernmentwide Requirements for Drug-Free
Workplace (Grants), as amended.

7 CFR Part 3018—USDA implementation of
New Restrictions on Lobbying. Imposes new
prohibitions and requirements for disclosure
and certification related to lobbying on re-
cipients of Federal contracts, grants, cooper-
ative agreements, and loans.

7 CFR Part 3407—CSREES procedures to
implement the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act;

48 CFR Part 31—Contract Cost Principles
and Procedures of the Federal Acquisition
Regulation.

29 U.S.C. 794, section 504—Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, and 7 CFR part 15B (USDA imple-
mentation of statute), prohibiting discrimi-
nation based upon physical or mental handi-
cap in Federally assisted programs.

35 U.S.C. 200 et seq.—Bayh-Dole Act, con-
trolling allocation of rights to inventions
made by employees of small business firms
and domestic nonprofit organizations, in-
cluding universities, in Federally assisted
programs (implementing regulations are
contained in 37 CFR part 401).

§3403.18 Other conditions.

The Department may, with respect to
any research project grant, impose ad-
ditional conditions prior to or at the
time of any award when, in the Depart-
ment’s judgment, such conditions are
necessary to assure or protect advance-
ment of the approved project, the in-
terests of the public, or the conserva-
tion of grant funds.

PART 3404—PUBLIC INFORMATION

Sec.
3404.1 General statement.

§3404.4

3404.2 Public inspection, copying, and index-
ing.

3404.3 Requests for records.

3404.4 Denials.

3404.5 Appeals.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552; 7 CFR part 1,
subpart A.

SOURCE: 60 FR 66862, Dec. 27, 1995, unless
otherwise noted.

§3404.1 General statement.

This part is issued in accordance
with the regulations of the Secretary
of Agriculture in part 1, subpart A of
this title, implementing the Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) (56 U.S.C.
552). The Secretary’s regulations, as
implemented by the regulations in this
part, govern the availability of records
of the Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension Service to
the public.

§3404.2 Public inspection, copying,
and indexing.

5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2) requires that cer-
tain materials be made available for
public inspection and copying and that
a current index of these materials be
published quarterly or otherwise be
made available. Members of the public
may request access to such materials
maintained by CSREES at the follow-
ing office: Information Staff, Agricul-
tural Research Service, USDA, 6303 Ivy
Lane, Room 456, Greenbelt, MD 20770;
Telephone (301) 344-2207. Office hours
are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

§3404.3 Requests for records.

Requests for records of CSREES
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(3) shall be made in
accordance with §1.6 of this title and
submitted to the FOIA Coordinator at
the following address: Information
Staff, Agricultural Research Service,
USDA, 6303 Ivy Lane, Room 456, Green-
belt, MD 20770; Telephone (301) 344-2207;
Facsimile (301) 344-2325; TDD (301) 344-
2435. The FOIA Coordinator is dele-
gated authority to make determina-
tions regarding such requests in ac-
cordance with §1.3(a)(3) of this title.

§3404.4 Denials.

If the FOIA Coordinator determines
that a requested record is exempt from
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§3404.5

mandatory disclosure and that discre-
tionary release would be improper, the
FOIA Coordinator shall give written
notice of denial in accordance with
§1.8(a) of this title.

§3404.5 Appeals.

Any person whose request is denied
shall have the right to appeal such de-
nial. Appeals shall be made in accord-
ance with 8§1.6(e) of this title and
should be addressed as follows: Admin-
istrator, Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Washing-
ton, DC 20250.

PART 3407—IMPLEMENTATION OF

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY ACT

Sec.

3407.1 Background and purpose.

3407.2
3407.3
3407.4
3407.5

Definitions.

Policy.

Responsibilities.

Classes of action.

3407.6 Categorical exclusions.

3407.7 Actions normally requiring an envi-
ronmental assessment.

3407.8 Actions normally requiring an envi-
ronmental impact statement.

3407.9 Use of environmental documents in
decisionmaking.

3407.10 Preparation of environmental as-
sessments.

3407.11 Preparation of environmental im-
pact statements.

AUTHORITY: National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.; E.O. 11514, 34 FR 4247, as amended by
E.O. 11991, 42 FR 26927; E.O. 12144, 44 FR 11957;
5 U.S.C. 301; 40 CFR parts 1500-1508; and 7
CFR part 1b.

SOURCE: 56 FR 49245, Sept. 27, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§3407.1 Background and purpose.

(a) The National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) establishes national
policies and goals for the protection of
the human environment. Section 102(2)
of NEPA directs all Federal agencies to
give appropriate consideration to the
environmental consequences of pro-
posed actions in their decisionmaking
and to prepare detailed environmental
statements on major Federal actions

7 CFR Ch. XXXIV (1-1-97 Edition)

significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment.

(b) The purpose of this regulation is
to supplement the regulations for im-
plementation of NEPA established by
the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) and codified at 40 CFR parts
1500-1508, as adopted by USDA in 7 CFR

part 1b.
() Unless otherwise noted, par-
enthetical citations throughout this

part refer to the CEQ regulations.

§3407.2 Definitions.

(a) Authorized Departmental Officer
means the CSREES official, acting
within the scope of delegated author-
ity, who is responsible for awarding
and administering project grants on be-
half of USDA and for carrying out
NEPA responsibilities as outlined in
§3407.4(d) of this part. The Authorized
Departmental Officer’s responsibilities
do not include the review, approval,
management, or similar activity relat-
ing to programs or projects funded by
CSREES on the basis of statutory for-
mula and also do not include parallel
responsibilities relating to the man-
agement or administration of coopera-
tive agreements awarded by CSREES.

(b) Other terms used in this regula-
tion have the same meaning as they
have in the CEQ regulations.

§3407.3 Policy.

(a) It is CSREES policy to comply
with the provisions of NEPA and relat-
ed laws and policies and with the im-
plementing regulations  cited in
§3407.1(b) of this part.

(b) Environmental documents should
be concise, written in plain language,
and address the issues pertinent to the
decision being made.

(c) Environmental documents may be
substituted for or combined with other
reports which serve to facilitate deci-
sionmaking (40 CFR 1506.4).

(d) CSREES personnel will cooperate
with other Federal and State agencies
or units thereof, as well as with grant-
ees, contractors, and other cooperating
individuals or entities undertaking ac-
tivities funded or recommended for
funding by CSREES to assure that
NEPA considerations are addressed
early in the planning process to avoid
delays and conflicts (40 CFR 1501.2).
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